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golden-green. It was like looking at the grass through
sunglasses.

And 1 thought that if 1 could discover one thing
in my life, T would like to discover a fabulous new
colour —a brand-new colour that no one had ever seen
before. Here’s how it would be.

1 would be digging in my back yard and all of a
sudden while I was just casually digging, 1 would get
this strange exciting feeling that something exception-
ally good was about to happen. I would begin to dig
faster and faster, my heart pumping in my throat, my
hands flashing in the soft black dirt. And suddenly T
would stop and put my hands up to my eyes. Because
there, in the black earth, would be a ball, a perfectly
round mass of this brand-new colour.

T would not be able to take it in for a moment,
because I wouldn't ever have seen anything but blue
and green and all, but gradually my eyes would adjust
and Twould see - I would be the first person in all the
world to see this new colour.

Twould go into the house and say to my parents, ‘I
have discovered a new colour,” and my parents would
not be particularly interested, because there is no such
thing as a new colour, and they would be expecting me
to bring out a piece of paper on which I had mixed a
Iot of different water colours and made just an odd
colour, and then slowly I would take my hand from
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CHAPTER

Discovery at the Field

The next four days I spent practically the whole tin¢
down by the creek waiting to see the black fox. [
not a good patient waiter. I like to have things 8
ahead and happen. I thought one time that if there ¥
some way to turn your life ahead like a clock !
would probably lose half my life turning it ahesd ?
avoid waiting for things.

On Tuesday I was sitting there as us
believe I ever saw anything as green as that fiel .
that day. The sun had tumed the grass 2
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stop beating the snow from their arms; fishermen
would leave their nets untended. And then, together,
all at once, everyone in the world would say,
‘Ahhhhhhhhhhhh.”

I was so interested in thinking about my discovery
that I almost missed seeing the black fox.

There were some old tree stumps in the field that
stuck up above the grass. Several times I thought one
of these stumps had moved and that the black fox had
come at last. I had kept quite still and waited until the
stump became, again, a tree stump.

Now suddenly - I was looking in the right direction
or I might have missed it - the black fox appeared on
the crest of the hill. Gracefully, without hurrying, she
moved towards me. There was no wind at all; the air
was perfectly still; and Hazeline had told me that on
windless days foxes liked to hunt mice. The way they
catch them is by watching for the faint movements of
the grass. The mice run below the grass in little paths.

The fox crouched low. She did not move. I could see
her head above the grass, the sharp pointed ears. She
waited, and then slowly, without seeming to move at
all, she stretched up, rising tall in the grass. She
paused.

Her eyes watched the grass. Suddenly she saw what
she was looking for, and she pounced. It was a light,
graceful movement, but there was power in her slim
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my pocket and hold up the smooth round ball g,
colour.

That night I would be on the news with my g
covery and the announcer would say, “Ladiey g
Gentlemen, if you know someone who has a iy
television, go there immediately, because tonigh
will see, later in our programme, a new colou g,
covered today by a young boy.” And by the fine;
came on the television, every person in the woy
would be sitting in front of his set.

The announcer would say, Now, young ma,
would you tell the world how you came to discore
this new colou.

“Twas outside digging in the dirt "

“Where was this dirt?’

Justin my back yard. And I got a strange fecling-*

“What was this strange feeling like?"

It was the feeling that I was about to make a e
and important discovery.”

“Tsee. Goon’

‘And T dug deeper and deeper, and then I looked
down into the earth and I saw - this!’ And 1 woild
bring forth the new colour, and all around the world?
silence would occur. The only silence that had &%
fallen upon the whole world at one time. Eskin®
would pause with pieces of dried fish halfivay 4%
mouths; Russians who had run in from the cold ¥
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black les, and when she brought her head up, she hag
amouse between her jaws.

She turned, her full tail high in the air, and moves
towards the woods. I stood up slowly and watched =
she trotted away among the trees.
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