THE IRON MAN

by Ted Hughes
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The Return of the lron
Man

One evening a farmer’s son, a boy
called Hogarth, was fishing in a

stream that ran down to the sea. It

was growing too dark to fish, his hook
kept getting caught in weeds and

bushes. So he stopped fishing and
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again, Hush. Hush. | hhe sea. Ang
. Hush.

Sudde
nly he felt g strange feelj
ing.

He felt 7 '
o :{IZ was being watched. He felt
e turned and looked up the
ot i, 0 thé top of the high cliff.
Wi t skyline was the sheer
Skyﬁ,ne . and the sea. And on that

> Just above the edge of it, in the

S .
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ghts doing at the top of

(WO green b
the cliff?
'[hcna

Kk figure climbe
se Into

atched, @ huge

as Hogarth W
the cliff-top-

dar d up over
The tWO lights 10 the sky. They
were the giant figure’s €Y
black figure, raller than a house,
and towering in the twilight, with green
o) eyes. The Iron Man! There
looking

He ran

es. A glant
black

headlam

he stood on the cliff-top,

23




‘

So he
got
for br home a last ang
eath he told hjs da 83Sping

d. An Irg,

I]t.

His f

ather fr

ther frowned His
. S mothe
r

tO Cr\‘

barrelled
gun. He belj
eved his son. H
. He

went oy
t. He locked the door. H
r. rle got

But that e next farm.

1 f

fat
» red m: :
40, with a faq red
» I'€d-mouth
ed

his €yes were red toO- An Iron Man?

115

‘\"”“\\Cnxgs hC %Zlid.
So Hogarth’s father got back in his

car. NOW i+ was dark and it had begun
He drove tO the next farm.

That farmer frowned. He believed.

to rain.

Tomorrow, he said, we must se€ what

he is, this irron man. His feet will have

left tracks 1n the earth.

So Hogarth’s father again got back

e turned the car

thing 1n

into his car. But as h
ard, he saw a strange

in the y
Half a tractor lay th

the headlamps.

ere,
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Just half, chopped cl
e

an
T

anation

| !'Th
looked at €ach oth e

pu271cd
7 a .
bit nd afraid. What could
te . u
N the tractoy in two> H
07

There, ln the

2k

Hugurth’s father jumped into his

to the night
uld,

car and drove off 1In

and the rain as fast as he co

homeward.
The rain poured down. Hogarth’s

father drove hard. The headlights lit up

the road and bushes.
Suddenly — two headlamps In a
e roadside ahead.

Headlamps in a treetop? How?

Hogarth’s father slowed, peer
at the lights might be, up

tall treetop at th
ing

up to see wh

there in the treetop.
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T Put on speed, he

at the foot.

Crash! He knockcd the foot out of
the way.

He droye on, faster

and fagster. And
hchind him

> ON the road, g clanging
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Clatterj
Crlng b()()m Wen
b

skyscra
3 peér had c
: OuaDSed

2% Hian Irop
The irop

safely,
BUT

sh

harrows? From

¢ re .
glon, a]] the Sra

€ry had
gone.

n bitten off? Steel

off. How had it bee€

bitten off?
What had happened?
There was another clue.
From farm to farm, over the soft

soil of the fields, went giant footpri

each one the size O
The farmers, in a frightened, silent,

nts,

f a single bed.
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amaz
¢
d crowd, follow
e

An
d at every far: d the f”utm-
\,*iSited all }" N the fQOtpr. Intg, > \n,"‘hc greys empty>
s all the me Hats - back IntO
- tal mach;: o 1ron Man had gone ac
dlsappeared_ ldkhll]Cry had [he [ron
Fina“\ 1 the s€a-
&vﬁ t 1@ fL)Ot - N
O
up to the top of hpflnts led back F cori ¢ began 1O
: the clj The furious armers
llttlc b()\v had \ ff) Where the ‘
; seen the Ir <hout. The 1ron Man had stolen all
Appear the night b onte their machinery Had he eaten it?
. . efore € y. :
was h . i C) When
o shing. The footprints led s Anyway, he had taken it. It had gone-.
4 '1 - 1: 00 g e o
" del“‘“)p. right So what if he came again? What would
n
all the way do he take next ime? Cows? Houses?
torn ma wn the cliff
1r S S
on body had slid dow » Where a huge They would have 1O do something
n. B ;
clow, the tide They couldn’t call in the police
352
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So, what did they do?

At the bottom of the hill, below
Where the Iron
high cliff, they
hole. A hole wj

Man had come over the

dug 3 deep, en e

der than a house, and
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e
off to on
hed all the earth

, pus

They P

h it
| ‘.] ole w1
\ld(' - C()V'Cred the B 1
gy - covered W th
= branches they €O
he br
and t

/ \N'lm SOl b

o when

straw an &
they finished the hole

d.
freshly—ploughed fiel

] hole
Now. on the side of the

the
e top of
opposite the slope up to th1 e

liff, they put an old rusty 10T I'h
cliff, they

he’d se€
the cliff out of the sea, and
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Next morning, in great excitement,

a1l the farmers gathered together 1O
go along 1o examine their trap. They
came carefully closer, expecting to S€€
his hands tearing at the edge of the pit.
They came carefully closer.

The red lorry stood just as they had
left it. The soil lay just as they had left
it, undisturbed. Everything was just

as they had left it. The Iron Man had

not come.
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Nor dj
1d he come that g
ay,

Nex
t mO .
rnin
& all the farm
€rs Cca
me

An :
d so it went o
b

th da a
e Iron Man never ¢ y after day. Sy

NOW ame.

th

B wi € farmers began to wong

. uld ever come again. Th er
n ;

com o wonder if he had 5
€ at all. Th ever

: ey be
€xplanat; gan to mak
1ons of what had h e up
appened

to their 1
Mmachinery, N obody lik
y likes to

beli :
an Iron Monste h
eats

38

y were using

lorry the
and he took it away.

that he needed 1t
re lay the peautiful deep trap;

gan to grow

So the
without any bait. Grass be
on the l00s€ soil.

The farmers talked of
qve a giant pit
11 in. Some

filling the hole

in. After all, you can’t le

like that, somebody might fa

stranger coming along might just walk

over it and fall 1n.
But they didn’t want to fill it in.
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It had
e .been such harqg
fe. €sides they al) s Work
ar that the Fron s 4 Sne
an m;j

(iigf\’i11

O
S

akil]g

4o

hen oneé day,

l00S

waited. A long ime he w
came out. He could he

Then — there, sta

of the hole, W

fox, looking t

and threw 1t
e soil over the trap. 1Th

evening, he climbed a tre

out on to the
en towards
e nearby, and

qited. A star

ar the sea.
nding at the edge

as a fox. A big, red
owards the dead hen.

a1




Hogarth
Stopped breathing A
? nd[hc

o the h
1d not Steép out on t -
0

o~ ;
niff, sniff, out toward
rds

the
he trap.
walked around the wig
(5

t Q

not safe?

But at
e }t{};at Moment he stopped
turned hijg head and |
ooked
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There,
evening S‘Q’a

the brink of the g
1j1e'ﬁ3x

stood the Iron Man, o1

ff, gazing inland.

In a moment, had vanished.
Now what?
Hogarth carefully quiet

g climbed slowly

ly hardly
down the

d tell his

f the tree he
ee the

breathin

He must get home 28

{reec.
m O

father. But at the botto
stopped. He could no longet S

u3




Then
HOgarth underst
0o

llar) X
pe
ning. He could h d what was
€ar a

tearin
g and Str
Ccreaking sound. T g
. The Ir
on

was :
pulling up the barp
roed-wire

fEnCe
that
led down the hill. An
- And soon

Ho
garth ¢
ould see him, a5 p,
L) e came

I, teari
1
Posts, rollin ng the wire from th
g 1t up like — e fence

ul

eating
barde fen

. The Man was eating the
¥ .

cing wire.
ng the fence,

e wouldn’t come

which was out

nt alo

But if he W€
d,h

as he move

anyw

in the middle of the
ht wandering

spend the whole nig
es,

de along the fenc

about the countrysi
e and eating it, and

fence bring him near

rolling up the wir

never would any

the trap.

But Hogarth had an idea. In his

] he had 2




Cli

Again
h > Clink :
nail on -~ knif> Cllnk, Clink! . h
e. - went the

SIOWI
¥ the Iron Map t
o0k thr
ee

4ub

S
Swppcd- t
ne red. Hogarth

wards 10 and again
. . dark.The

now qulte
pressed

headlamps sh
cJose to the (ree-trunk. Between him
- de lid of

the trap-
Clink, he tapped
the nail on the knife.

And now the Iron Man
earth shaking

footsteps- Was

Clink, Clink! again

was coming.

Hogarth could feel the

under the weight of his

it too late to run? Hogarth std

the Iron Man, 1




the knlfe And nk.’ W

CRASSSHHH'

Th
€ Iron Man vanished

a
S 1

dfalle -
n
Lo the pit. Hogarrh
: arth went

- +11€ earth
Ir was -
°n Man gy, shaking as the

HOgarth Deer

cl

ggled Underground

\
€r the torn edg
e
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of the great pit. Far below, tWO deep

red headlamps glared up at him from

the pitch blackness. He could hear

the Iron Man’s insides grinding down
there and it sounded like a big lorry
grinding its gears on 4 steep hill.
Hogarth set off. He ran, he ran, home
— home with the great news. And as he
passed the cottages on the way, and as
he turned down the lane towards his
father’s farm, he was shouting “The
Iron Man’s in the trap!” and “We’ve

caught the Iron Giant.”
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When the farmerg saw t

he II‘(m i\lkln
wallowing in their deep pj

L, they sep,
UP a great cheer, He glared up towards

them, his ¢yes burned from red to
purple, from purple to white, from
white to fiery whirling black and red,
and the Cogs inside him ground and
SCreeched, but he could not climb out
of the Steep-sided pit.

Then under the lights of car
headlamps, the farmers brought
bulldozers ang €arth-pushers, and

they began to push in op top of the
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helr old ones; and they P
earth dOWP phard. Then they all went
erfully. They were

[ron Man.
Only Hogarth felt suddenly soOrTy-

He felt guilty. It was he, after all, who

had lured the Iron Man into the pit.




3
\What's {0 he Tlone
with the lron Man?

fo the Spring came round the
low:
(})l lowing year, leaves unfurled from
t
e buds, daffodils speared up from

the soi
e soil, and everywhere the grass
s. The round

sh
ook new green point
red

ho
ill over the Iron Man was cove
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on theijr way to the sea, a

“What 5 lovely hinn What
Place for 5 picnic!”

nd they saiq-

a perfect

So People began to Picnic on top of

the hi]]. Soon, quite 3 path was worn

up there, by people climbing to eat

their Sandwicheg and ta

ke snaps of
€ach other.
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ittle
her, a mother B
€1,
a fat

1
One day> 1 stopped the

d a little glhill for a picniC-They

d
of the Iron Man an
e hill had been there

r car

ver. the
for’;h y spread a tablecloth on
e

late of
grass. They set down the P

a big pie, 3 roasted

sandWiCheS’ a bOWl Of

chicken, a bottle of rmlkTl ot
tomatoes, a bagful of bo1 ef e
d aloafo :
dish of butter an gt
cheese and salt and cups-
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“Wha :
t1 pE>
“I fely hS- asked the moqp
the (&
e, shake” e
“Prob I'¢, right beneath > the father
(0] abl us b3 )
; Y an :
said the moghe €arthquake in .
1% n, :

little Bk Quake in S

How could that p, cried the
€

?”
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ple far away n
as nothing more

g of the ground.

Jround the earth. P€O
other countries feel 1t
than a slight tremblin
An earthquake that knocks 2 city flat
in South America, might do no more
than shake a picture off a wall in

Poland. But as the father was talking

the mother gave 2 little gasp» then

a yelp.
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v\body SATUD, T} e tablecjqyy,
was Sagging in the midd]e. As they
Watched the $ag got de

food fe Into jt, dragging the tablecjoy,

right down INto the ground. The

S they Watched, slowly

d and disappeared Into the crack.
and they were left Staring at jagged
black Crack in the gr

grew, it Widened

ound. The crack

5 It Iengthcncd, It ran

B0




the
8rass op eith
1

It
Nearly, touch
e

d

da
up th > 1 €normouys
r()Ugh th
; e

Crack
n : CK,
the arr, fe

eling over

e .
" Side of the

: crack,
the lite]e boy, :
» dn
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lled OVET b;lckwards. The mother
he ro 5

eamed- “«Run tO the car,
S0 Le

They all ran-

e. They did not look

» shouted the

- They jumped into
father. }
the car. They drov
back.

So they did not s€

head, square like a bedroom, with red

e the great iron

glaring headlamp €yes, and with the
tablecloth, still with the chicken and
the cheese, draped across the top of
it, rising out of the top of the hillock,

as the Iron Man freed himself from

the pit.

B3




tan
k guns. Byt Hogarth

1
dea. At fir had anothe
r

h .
€ar of it, least of 4] = s would not
is

B
ut at last they Soep own father.

YCS, they

the Iron Man was

a lorTY>
here

f elm trees.T
the huge
the dense€

ng in a clump O
eaning amonsg

¢ hidden by
ng a soft blue.

along 2

restl
he stood, 1
branches, almos
leaves, his €y€S glowl
The farmers came near,

lane, in cars SO that they €©

a quick getaway i
They stopped fifty yards fr

B5




getting r S, a

u > and h
S Sty, probably from eati € was
barbed wire eating all

N()W H
ogarth
the Iron Man Walked up tOWardS

c‘HellO Y

> he sh

ccH Outed,

ello, Mr T and stopped.

The I
ron
eyes di Man made n
1d not change © move. His

cked up @ rusty old

n Hogarth pl
ked 1t against a

horseshoe, and knoc€
e: Clonk, Clonk,

The
Clonk!

ston
an’s €yes

At once, the Iron M
rurned darker blue. Then purple.
Then red. And finally whité, like a

car headlamps. It was the only sign he

gave of having heard.

the food you wanb
it for nothing, if onty you'l
up the farms.”
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» tll

pack down the 1ane, and

they dI‘OV€
1y all his CO8S humming, the

JJowlys Wit
tepped after them.

[ron Man $
They led through the villag

the people €
to shut themselves inside

and kitchens. Nobody could beli
hen they saw the [ron Man

es. Half

ame out to stare half ran

bedrooms

eve

their eyes W

marching behind the farmers.
At last they came to the rown, and

there was a great scrap-metal yard.

old cars by

Everything was there
old railway

the hundred, old trucks:




decker

that with a double-
ade his

d the brass knobs m
Never before had
ies. As

He f()l\()ch
bcdstcad an
e with jOY-
an eaten such delicac
Into

eyes crackl

the Iron M
a big truck rurned

he lay there,
f rusty

and unloaded 2 pile 0

the yard
handful

chain. The Iron Man lifted a

and let 1

better than any spaghctti.
m. It was an

t dangle IntO his mouth —

So there they left hi

[ron Man’s heaven. The farmers went
S. Hogarth visited the

back 10 their farm
w the

[ron Man every few days. NO

few

"
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