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Chichen Itza

An informative PowerPoint about Chichen Itza




LO: to find out about the Maya Civilisation
Develop knowledge and understanding of world history.
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The Kukulkan Pyramid in Chichen-Itza which known as
“El Castillo” (the castle)
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El Castillo is almost 23 metres tall.
It was built very precisely for astronomy and at a certain time and date, twice a year
(March and September), the sun causes shadows to fall in a very specific way.
A 33 metre long snake appears, and as the shadows move it creeps down the steps
until it reaches the huge serpents head carved in stone at the bottom.



Chichen Itza is _full o_f beauti_ful stone carvings that can be seen on all sorts
of buildings, structures and statues.
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* The ball court at Chichen Itza was similar in size to the football pitch at
Wembley. The heavy rubber ball would be passed with hips and elbows, the
aim being to get it through the ring (not easy).

* There is a small temple at each end where the rulers would watch the game.

* The acoustics are amazing. A whisper j"rom one end oj" the ball court can be
heard at the other.

* According to some sources, the losing captain would be decapitated.
According to other sources the winning captain would offer his head!
Apparently it was the ultimate honour as it would get them a direct route to
the Upperworld.
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One of the temples at the end of the ball court is called the Temple of the Bearded Man.
It got the name from a carved figure on the inner wall that appears to have a beard.
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There are three areas with
many rows of columns,
close to the Temple of the
Warriors.
Originally the columns will
have held up a roof for
each building.

It is believed the
buildings were great
meeting halls.



A large, stepped pyramid with rows of columns sculpted to look like
warriors, and other columns like serpents.
At the top of the staircase, in front of the temple at the top, is a chacmool.
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Temple of the Warriors

Photos courtesy of jimg944 and olibac(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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Cenote Sagrado

This is a natural sink hole, 60 metres across and surrounded by cliffs 27 metres above
the water.

Thousands of objects such as shell, jade, wood, obsidian (black glass), cloth and gold as
well as human skeletons have been found at the bottom.

It was a place of pilgrimage as well as somewhere to sacrifice victims on occasion!



La Iglesia

A rectangular building with
a single room inside.
It has very detailed carvings
including a mask of the god
Chac sticking out on all four
corners.

Other carvings include an
armadillo, a snail, a turtle
and a crab.

According to Maya
mythology these animals
hold up the sky.



