
YEAR 4 CLASS NEWSLETTER 
SPRING 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to St Mary’s, we hope that you and your family enjoyed a peaceful Christmas break. The 

children have settled well back into the school routines and we are looking forward to a new term of 

learning together. Your support in ensuring that your child completes their Home Learning every week 

will continue to help your child to make accelerated progress and reach their full potential. 

Curriculum 

We will continue our Maths and Literacy learning by building on the key skills that the children learned 

last year. Our topics this term will be ‘Chocolate’ and ‘London/Londinium’. We will be delivering a lot of 

the learning in Science, History, Geography, Art and Design Technology through our topics, with links 

to the learning in Literacy and Maths. Below is an outline of what we will be covering in our curriculum. 

English In English, we will be learning about Haiku poems. We will be reading haikus written by others and using 
them as inspiration to help us write our own. In addition, we will be looking at the story of ‘George’s 
Marvellous Medicine’ and considering how Roald Dahl describes his characters and helps us picture them 
in our heads. By the end of the term, the children will be expected to write their own stories, describing 
characters in detail. The children will also be writing in paragraphs. We will be launching our Poetry 
competition this half-term, so please start to think about a favourite Poem that your child could learn and 
perform. 

 

Destination 

Reader 

 

This term, we will be learning about our reading strategies of clarifying, inferring, summarising, making 
connections, predicting, evaluating and questioning. We will be reading the books ‘Midnight Fox’ and ‘I 
was a Rat’ to practice combining these reading strategies. The children will also practice how to support 
and actively listen to others while reading. Please ensure that you hear your child read every day and 
ensure that they update their Reading Record. 

Maths 

 

 

 

This half term we will be focusing on Multiplication and Division.  We will be learning what factors are and 
how to find them. The children will also be learning how to quickly multiply or divide any number by 10 or 
100, as well as multiplying and dividing 2 and 3-digit numbers. In the second half of the term, we will be 
learning about measuring length and finding perimeter before moving on to learning about fractions and 
decimals. By the end of the term, the children will be expected to know most of their times tables up to 
12x12 in preparation for their exam in June. Please ensure that they are practicing daily at home on 
PurpleMash, IXL and/or Times Tables Rock Stars. 

RE 

 

 

In RE, we will be learning about Hinduism. The children will learn about the importance of family, love and 
loyalty in Hinduism. They will consider how family is important to themselves and to others with respect 
for different kinds of families. The children will also use the correct religious vocabulary to compare the 
values that Hindus and people of other faiths try to live their life by. Next half term, we will be learning 
about Holy Communion in Christianity and why it is important in the Christian community. 

Topic  In History and Geography, we will be learning all about the Mayans and Central America. We will find out 
about the religious beliefs of the Mayan people and the different types of food that they liked to eat 
(including chocolate!) The children will begin to understand the difference between a primary and a 
secondary source. In Science, we will look at the human digestive system, developing an understanding of 
what happens to chocolate after we put it in our mouths. The children will also learn about the different 
types of teeth that we have, their correct names and the job that each type of tooth does. Year 4 are very 
excited about our trip to the Chocolate Museum, where they will do some chocolate tasting and design 
their own chocolate product as part of our learning in DT.  



Values We will be focusing on the whole school values of Love and Forgiveness. We will be exploring these 
values throughout this term and children will have the opportunity to learn how these values can be 
displayed, referring to examples from Bible stories and influential figures. 

Comp 
uting 

In Computing, we will be learning about what makes a good computer game. In order to do this the 
children will play a variety of online games and complete a game report for each one, considering what 
makes it ‘playable’. After that, they will be using PurpleMash software to help them design and create 
their very own computer games. They will also be typing game reports and learning to change font style, 
size and colour. 
 

Music The children will continue to learn how to play the trumpet in their weekly lesson with a specialist music 
teacher.  

PSHE 

 

We will be following the Jigsaw scheme of work in our PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education). This 
term we will be learning about ‘Dreams and Goals’. We will be thinking about our hopes and dreams and 
how we can make a plan of action to help us achieve them.  We will also be learning about coping with 
disappointment. After half term, we will start our next unit, ‘Healthy Me’. We will be exploring how to 
make healthy/safe choices for ourselves and how to maintain healthy friendships.  

MFL We will be studying French as our Modern Foreign Language (MFL). This term we will be learning the 
names of the main parts of the body and the colours. The children will also learn how to describe 
someone, understand descriptions and ask questions about physical appearance. In the next unit, the 
children will learn to listen and respond to a French story. They will also learn how to talk about animals 
and describe their movement and colour. 

 

Key Dates  

• Wednesday 11th January – Trip to the Chocolate Museum 

• Friday 20th January - Chinese New Year Own Clothes Day – wear red & donate £1 

• Wednesday 8th February 9:00AM Eucharist Worship at St Mary’s Church 

• Monday 13th – Friday 17th February – HALF TERM 

• Monday 27th February – Friday 3rd March – Book Week 

• Friday 3rd March – Book Week dress up as a book character day 

• Thursday 9th March 9AM – Year 4 class led worship – all Year 4 parents invited! 

• Monday 13th March - We will be launching our Easter competitions – design an Easter Egg 

• Wednesday 15th March - Mothering Sunday worship in School – all Mums welcome! 

• Thursday 16th March 14:00PM – 18:30PM – PARENTS EVENING 

• Friday 31st March – 1:00PM – End of Term 

Key Reminders 

• Please be on time at the beginning (8:40) and end (3:10) of the school day  

• Please ring the school office if you have arranged for a new person to collect your child 

PE  

Please note that the children must bring the correct PE kit (plain navy blue/black jogging bottoms, plain 

white t-shirt and plain black plimsolls/trainers) to every PE lesson. Our PE coach, Mr Tientcheu, will lead 

the children in the PE curriculum alongside their teacher. PE lessons will be on Thursday. 

 

Jewellery 

We advise that the children do not wear any jewellery to school although plain stud earrings are 

acceptable.  Please bear in mind that if your child is wearing earrings they need to be able to remove 

them themselves for PE lessons. 



Clothing - Please make sure that all of your child’s items of clothing are clearly labelled with their 

names.  This applies to all items of school uniform, PE kit and coats. School shoes should be plain and 

black. 

 

Home Learning - Will be set on Friday and should be completed by Tuesday. In addition to the learning 

set, your children should be regularly practicing their times tables, spellings and reading every day. 

There is a clear expectation that every child fully completes their Home Learning every week and 

we will be keeping a record and contacting parents where this is not the case. 

 

Reading - It is vital that your child reads to you every day.  Please complete their reading journal and 

ensure that they bring it into school daily.  Your child will be given books, which we will aim to change 

on a weekly basis.  If you have any concerns or would like some support with this, then please contact 

the school.   

Appointments - If you have any queries or wish to make an appointment, please ring the School office 

on 0208 6902613 or email admin@st-marys.lewisham.sch.uk 

We greatly value your support with your child’s learning.  

 

Miss Stead (Class Teacher)       Mrs Gaitan (Teaching Assistant)    Miss Visan (Teaching Assistant) 

mailto:admin@st-marys.lewisham.sch.uk

